
University Malaya Medical Centre and The Faculty of Medicine, University Malaya
have great pleasure in inviting you to participate in our annual Course in Transfusion
Medicine. The course is currently in its fourth year, and for this year, we will be
revisiting some basic aspects of transfusion medicine.

This short intensive four-day course has been designed to train doctors, technical staff
and postgraduate haematology students in transfusion medicine. The course will
consist of lectures scheduled in the mornings and workshops in the afternoon. The
workshop sessions will consist of dry practicals and case studies. At the end of the
course, participants are expected to have improved their theoretical knowledge in
transfusion medicine and their interpretative skills and ability to apply these new skills
to practical situations.
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12th March 2007 (Monday) – Red cell antigens
0900 1000 Registration
1030 1130 Updates on red cell antigens and blood groups

An update on the current status and understanding of the red cell
antigens

Prof. Flower

1130 1200 Emerging technologies in blood group typing
A look at some potential applications of new technologies in
blood group typing e.g. SNP chips, DNA arrays, high throughput
PCR. Benefits and pitfalls of new technologies as compared to
conventional serology

Dr. Veera

1200 1245 The RH system
An update on the RH blood group system and its implications in
transfusion practice and how to solve problems that may arise
from it

Prof. Flower

1400 1530 Workshop and clinical case studies (group discussion)
1545 1700 Discussion on problems

13th March 2007 (Tuesday) – Immunology and transfusion
0830 0930 The MNS blood group system

A review of the MNS blood group system and polymorphisms
within the system and its implication in transfusion practice

Prof. Flower

0930 1015 Managing the transfusion-dependant patient
Problems faced by the transfusion dependant patient e.g.
thalassaemia, aplastic anaemia, and how these can be
minimised

Dr. G G Gan

1045 1130 TRALI
Current understanding of the pathogenesis of TRALI,
management and interventions to reduce its incidence

Dr. Sangkar

1130 1215 GVHD
Pathogenesis of GVHD and strategies for risk reduction

Dr. K M Chang

1215 1300 The electronic crossmatch
Rationale, implementation and standards for electronic
crossmatching in the laboratory

Prof. Flower

1400 1530 Workshop and clinical case studies (group discussion)
1600 1700 Discussion on problems

14th March 2007 (Wednesday) – Getting the right blood or no blood at all
0830 0930 The HLA system and implications on blood transfusion

A summary of the basis of the HLA system and its impact on
blood transfusion. Current available laboratory methods for
resolving problems associated with HLA antibodies

Dr. Veera

0930 1030 Approach to the patient who is DAT positive
A practical approach from the laboratory viewpoint on how to
manage a patient who presents with a positive DAT and requires
a blood transfusion

A/Prof. C F Leong

1100 1145 Preparing the patient for surgery
How patients can be optimized for surgery in order to reduce
blood transfusion. Role of the preoperative clinic in preparing
patients for surgery.

Dr. Boulton

1145 1230 Transfusion alternatives and autologous blood transfusions
An overview of current practice of autologous transfusions and
available alternatives for reduction of homologous blood use or for
patients who decline blood transfusion

Dr. Flanagan

1230 1300 Engraftment monitoring and transfusion management in
allogeneic stem cell transplants
Current methods for engraftment monitoring and provision of
compatible blood products pre and post-transplant

Dr. Veera

1400 1530 Clinical problems (group discussion)
1600 1700 Discussion on problems

15th March 2007 (Thursday) – Transfusion safety
0830 0930 Process control and quality control in the transfusion service

An overview of principles of process and quality control in the
context of the blood bank

Dr. Flanagan

0930 1030 Donor safety
A look at how to recognise and address problems that may arise
as a result of blood donation especially in frequent whole blood
and apheresis blood donors

Dr. Boulton

1100 1130 SHOT and haemovigilance
A brief look at how haemovigilance programmes are organized
with the particular example of the UK SHOT programme and how
it has affected tranfusion practice and how it may be used as a
tool for implementation of safer and more rational transfusion
practices

Dr. Boulton

1130 1200 Neonatal and paediatric blood transfusion
Specific problems related to neonatal and paediatric transfusions
and potential solutions.

Dr. Flanagan

1400 1530 Clinical problems (group discussion)
1600 1700 Discussion on problems



Registration (4th Transfusion Medicine Course 2007)

Dr.   Mr.   Mrs.   Ms.
Name
________________________________________________

Address:
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Postcode:___________  City:________________________

State:___________           Country_________________

Email:___________________________________________

Contact No: ______________________________________

Institution:_______________________________________

A nominal fee of MYR200 is charged per participant, which will cover all lunches,
coffee and course material. Fees can be paid by cash or cheques made payable to

University Malaya Medical Centre during registration.

Please complete the details above and fax the application form to
+603-7949 4639.

For enquiries, please call +603-7949 2708 or email to veera@um.edu.my.


