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Absence of Pulmonary Embolism in
Asians ?

Sir,—I wish to draw attention to an
observation which is not, so far as I am
aware, widely known, but which may have
important implications. It 1s the apparent
non-occurrence of post-operative deep venous
thrombosis and pulmonary embolic compli-
cations in Asian peoples in South-east Asia.

Clinical impressions can of course be mis-
leading, but I cannot recollect ever encoun-
tering these complications post-operatively
during an aggregate period of five years of

surgical practice in this area. The same
remarks apply to a more limited experience
of surgical practice in the Middle East among
predominantly Arab peoples.

As necropsy rates are low in these areas,
because of relatives withholding permission
and because of Muslim aversion to post-
mortem examination, it may well be that the
diagnosis of embolic phenomena is just not
being made in fatal cases. One would expect,
however, to encounter unequivocal clinical
manifestations in surviving patients from
time to time if there is any significant inci-
dence of the condition.

I would be interested to hear the experi-
ence of others in support or refutation of this
observation before seriously investigating
possible genetic and environmental explana-
tions of this paradox.—I am, etc.,

Surgical Professorial Unit, L. F. TINCKLER.
General Hospital,
Singapore 3.
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129 cases of pulmonary embolism in 36,176
autopsies (0.08 %)



