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Transfusion Services in Clinical Practice 

Transfusion Medicine ( also involving Blood 

Banking and Hospital Transfusion 

Services ) is regarded as an essential 

service in the modern hospital practice, but 

has remained a rather ill understood 

poorly defined discipline among the many 

other precisely framed specialties and 

subspecialties of  medicine.



The Reality 

In reality the development of transfusion services 

compared to that of other disciplines in Medicine 

has travelled a difficult and rugged path in 

Malaysia like in many other countries. 

A review of its history in this country offers some 

insight, how the service has evolved and how 

challenges were overcome



Beginnings 

1950 ï1954 Blood Banking began as a back room 

activity of the General Hospital KL. 

1955 first steps taken by a group of Red Cross 

ladies - organized blood donors and donations 

once a week on Wednesdays in a small room.  

Donors were recruited from the police and 

armed forces  and government officers.    



Early Actions To Improve Service

Å1958 a part time medical officer ( M/O)appointed by 

the Ministry of Health with one  supervisor full-time 

(Lab Technologist )

ÅмфслΩǎ  5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ recognized 
importance and serious deficiencies and hazards of 
the service 

Å1961 in the GH, staff increased to 1 M/O, 2 
supervisors, 2 assistant nurses and 1 attendant.

ÅAppointed long serving Laboratory Technologists and 
Hosp/Assistants  as Blood Bank Supervisors in major 
general hospitals to take on the responsibility



Early Blood Banks  

ÅDonors were mostly replacement and/or 

given sick leave or paid by relatives of 

patients. By 1970 over  5803 units blood 

collected in the General Hospital KL alone

ÅLab conditions remained rudimentary.  

ÅAll blood collected in bottles using 

reusable equipment and needles were 

sharpened manually.     



Early Blood Banks 

ÅService was uncoordinated 

ÅInsufficient  number of blood donors 

ÅFrequent transfusion mishaps; serious and 
even fatal incidents. 



Launching of the National Blood 
Transfusion Services

April 1972 
NBTS launched by the Director 

General of Health Services with 

the National Blood Transfusion

Centre set up as 

including the serving of the Hospital Besar with proper 

staff and facilities under the Hospital Division of the 

Ministry of Health"

ñan independent body sited 

at the Blood Services Centre,

Hospital Besar, Kuala Lumpur 

integrating all government 

hospital blood banks services in 

the country 



National Blood Services Centre 

Haematologist appointed as

Director with 1 Medical Officer

and 5 technologists.

No diagnostic  haematology

laboratory within the 2000

bed  hospital.

A few more staff requested to

set up lab  - to contribute to the

development of the clinical 

aspects of the transfusion 

service and run 24 after-

hours emergency service. 
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